
 

 

Back To School 
It is that time of the year when students are returning to school. The first week of a new 

school term is a very exciting time for children as they meet up with friends. This busy time, 

and the excitement can combine to make students pre-occupied and less cautious while 

getting back into their school routines. As such, this is a great time for everyone to remember 

the rules of the road and focus on how to stay safe. Younger children and teens need to be 

reminded too; particularly as a refresher for the younger ones, and if a teen is driving to 

school for the first time.  

 

We all need to do our part to keep our children safe. Step up your awareness, be alert, slow 

down and watch for children in school and park areas in particular. Give yourself a little extra 

travel time so you aren’t rushing, and pay particular attention to the posted speed limits. 

Drivers need to be reminded that they must stop for school buses while their lights are 

flashing.  

 

Driver Tips: 
 Every school day, unless otherwise posted, a 30km/hr speed limit is in effect in school 

zones from 8 am to 5 pm. 

 When dropping children off in school zones, make sure they can exit the car on the 

side closest to the sidewalk. 

 If a vehicle is stopped in front of you or in the lane next to you they may be yielding to 

a pedestrian, so proceed with caution and be prepared to stop.  

 Watch for school buses. Vehicles approaching from both directions must stop for 

school buses when their lights are flashing.  

 Before getting into your vehicle, walk around it to make sure no small children are 

hidden from your view.  

 Look for pedestrians when you are backing up.  

 

Tips to Help Your Children Develop Road Smarts: 
 Map it Out – Plan out your child’s walking route with them ahead of time. Review 

street names and landmarks to help orient them.  

 Road Rules – Make a fun and interactive game out of guessing the correct traffic 

signs and meanings with your child.  

 Set a Good Example – Never jaywalk or run to cross the street.  Where possible, 

cross at intersections with a pedestrian crossing light, or marked cross walk.  

 Look – Teach your child to make sure all vehicles have stopped before entering the 

road. Show them how to make eye contact with drivers before crossing, even when 

the walk signal is on.  

 Listen – Make a habit of putting away all electronic gadgets/ear buds etc while you are 

walking, so you can hear approaching traffic that may be hard to see. 



 

 

 Be Seen – Make sure your child is wearing bright clothes and/or reflective gear 

especially at night and in poor weather conditions.  

 Railway Crossings – Only cross railway tracks at designated signals or signs and 

watch your step.  

 Parked Vehicles – Avoid shortcuts through parking lots or around parked cars where it 

is harder for drivers to see small children.  

 

It’s all about “kis”, keeping it simple! 
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